
28 Occasions of Experience (Bizzell-Browning, 2017) 
Scored for Clarinet and String Trio (Vln., Vla., and Vlc.)  
Duration: 8’ 30”  
 
 
 
STRUCTURAL NOTES 
 
This piece was specifically composed for a workshop by the “Distractfold” ensemble at Brunel 

University in 2017. After the workshop I realised the extent of the work/preparation I was 

asking of performers with regard to – attention to entry points, attack time and strict time 

keeping.  

Regarding the title, A. N. Whitehead’s “experient occasion” (1929, p.54) is discussed by Erin 

Manning, who points out that in “Whiteheadian philosophy, an occasion of experience is never 

valued in advance of its coming to be” (Manning, 2017, p.102) and that “all occasions of 

experience fashion the quality of subjectivity their uniqueness calls forth. In so doing they co-

create the time of the event” (Manning, 2019, p.4).  Although this primarily alludes to the 

horizontal duration or “size” of a moment, the vertical occasion of experience is here derived 

from the semitone interval class (IC1), and in this instance there are 28 of them 

(7+6+5+4+3+2+1), compiled from the truncated ↑↓ P+I  runsum (see diagram below). Also, 

this piece first develops my idea of deriving an abstract harmonic identity from the mid-point of 

the range of any given instrument, ensemble, or collection of available “forces”. The registral 

range of this particular quartet is C2–A7 (approx.), a potential Y2 midpoint therefore lies 

between B♭4+ and B4-, and “28” is the maximum runsum intervallic expansion within this C2–A7 

registral range, from the centre outwards; F♯2 [28] B♭4 [1] B4 [28] E♭7.  

 



 
P+I scale used in 28 Occasions of experience (2017) 

 

By including (sounding) the Y2 pitches, a unique attribute of this particular scale is that both the 

unidirectional generative runsum and number of constituent pitches within the combined field 

= 28. Nested symmetrical sub-sets derived from a 14-STET (double fifth, 28 ÷ 2) interval are also 

used in the construction of this piece, i.e., F♯2 [14] G♯3 [14] B♭4 | B4 [14] C♯6 [14] E♭7: 

 

 

Nested scales used in 28 Occasions of experience (2017) 

 

The occasional use of OE sections at times breaks the registral symmetry, and inverse entry 

order permutations are also used to maintain the perception (or illusion) of balance, e.g. bar 23 

and bar 26 (see diagram below). 

 



 
Bars 23 and 26; 28 Occasions of experience (2017) 

 

The large scale temporal structure of this piece is as follows. 

 
Temporal structure; 28 Occasions of experience (2017) 

 

Rhythmically, the accented (at times implicit) sextuplet pulse perhaps relates to a double Irish 

Jig with a syncopated blues feel in conjunction with a quaver accent, resulting in the following;  

 

Sextuplet pulse; 28 Occasions of experience (2017) 

 



By adhering to the tempo throughout, my premise is that the fractured, punctualist and more 

implicit rhythmical sections (e.g. b.22, Letter B) better retain their meaning, power and 

potentiality. Therefore, when the continuous/consistent semi-quaver pulse (first introduced at 

bars 94, 95 and 98) becomes the predominant driving force from letter F to G (bb. 101–113), 

the underlying 3:2 (or 6:4) hemiola is better appreciated.  

In the midst of composing this piece I dreamt I was playing a 3D “Penrose stairs” version of 

mah-jong (or similar tile based game) with Keith Richards, while listening to bird song by a fast 

flowing stream; which best sums up my aesthetic on/for this occasion. The MP3 sound file that 

accompanies this score is an amalgamation of the Distractfold workshop recording (recorded by 

John Croft) with a midi rendition. Although not all pitches are sounded and/or enunciated as 

written, and a couple of bars are omitted, this mixed version is the closest approximation to 

how this piece could sound. 
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